The dust jacket tells us that this book is 'the essential guide to the languages of the world, comprehensively dealing with more than 400 languages in a clear A-Z style' and covers 'the political, social and historical background of each language
highlighted by maps and charts of scripts, while proverbs, anecdotes and quotations reveal the features that make a language unique.' From this description it is clear that the work is aimed at the general reader rather than at specialists, and once that is understood, the book can be highly recommended for 
